THE ADVENT OF THE REFORMATION
and with pretty well anything which threatened to diminish
kingship.
Margaret of Burgundy. The Claimants. Over against
the usurpation of Henry Tudor stood a Plantagenet of courage
and great influence, the sister of Edward IV, who was now
Dowager-Duchess of Burgundy, and kept her court at Malines.
That court was to be the centre of support for nearly every effort
made against the new dynasty. Another sister had married the
Duke of Suffolk, John de la Pole, and they had had a son—that
Earl of Lincoln who had been nominated heir by Richard III.
This man Lincoln went to Dublin in May 1487, after con-
sulting with the Duchess of Burgundy; a certain Lambert
Simnel was crowned in Dublin under the title of Edward VI,
under the pretence that he was the young Earl of Warwick—who
was as a fact in the Tower, and recognizable by anybody.
It was a clumsy fraud, and when Lincoln brought over to
England a small body of German mercenaries and half-armed
Irish levies Henry's army met them on the Trent, near Stoke,
and destroyed them, Lincoln himself being killed. To render
the claim of the absurd Lambert Simnel still more ridiculous
Henry gave the lad a place among his servants, first in the kitchen
and afterwards as falconer.
There was no further trouble until the much more serious
affair of Perkin Warbeck, which should always leave doubts in
the mind of any impartial inquirer. In the years between these
two claimants there had been a small effort to help the Breton
efforts against the King of France, and, what was much more
important and a very great proof of Henry's statesmanship, an
alliance with Spain, now becoming a great power through the
marriage of Ferdinand of Aragon with Isabella of Castile and
Leon. By a treaty called the Treaty of Medina del Campo
(March 27, 1489) the alliance was to be confirmed by a marriage
between Catherine, the daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella, and
Prince Arthur of England. They were as yet, of course, only
'children, but the marriage was to be solemnized when they
should reach suitable age.
Things seemed thus settled when, in 1492, the chief peril to
the new dynasty appeared. A ship coming from Lisbon
anchored in Cork harbour, and on board was a young man of
about twenty, well-featured and with the manners of the highest
rank; and the rumour spread that he was Richard, Duke of
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